
   
 
       

OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

May 31, 2017 
 

 

The Boston School Committee held a meeting on May 31, 2017 at 6 p.m. at the Bruce C. Bolling 

Municipal Building, 2300 Washington Street, School Committee chamber, Roxbury, 

Massachusetts. For more information about any of the items listed below, visit 

www.bostonpublicschools.org, email feedback@bostonpublicschools.org or call the Boston 

School Committee Office at (617) 635-9014. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

 

School Committee Members Present: Chairperson Michael D. O’Neill; Michael Loconto; 

Alexandra Oliver-Dávila; Jeri Robinson; Regina Robinson; Dr. Miren Uriarte; and student 

representative Keondre McClay. 

 

School Committee Members Absent: Vice-Chair Dr. Hardin Coleman. 

 

DOCUMENTS PRESENTED 

 

Grants for approval totaling $129,276 

 

 Enhancing Supports for Students in Poverty - $11,236 

 Secondary Transition Systemic Improvement Grant - $40,000 

 Summer Food Service Program: Expansion, Access, Training, & Start-Up - $540 

 Supplementary Support to School Districts with High Concentrations of At-Risk Students 

-  BATA - $20,000 

 Supplementary Support to School Districts with High Concentrations of At-Risk Students 

– Charlestown High School - $20,000 

 Supplementary Support to School Districts with High Concentrations of At-Risk Students 

– Urban Science Academy - $20,000 

 Supplementary Support to School Districts with High Concentrations of At-Risk Students 

-  West Roxbury Academy - $17,500 

  

Boston Day and Evening Academy Charter Renewal Power Point 

 

Boston Day and Evening Academy Charter Renewal Application 

http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/
mailto:feedback@bostonpublicschools.org
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Boston Day and Evening Academy Charter Renewal Appendices  

 

UP Academy Dorchester Charter Renewal Power Point 

 

UP Academy Dorchester Charter Renewal Application  

 

Office of English Language Learners Update 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mr. O’Neill led the pledge of allegiance and called the meeting to order. 

 

MEETING MINUTES  

 

The Committee approved by unanimous consent the minutes of the May 31, 2017 School 

Committee meeting. 

 

 SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT                                                    

 

*As prepared for delivery. 

 

Good evening. I hope everyone had a nice Memorial Day weekend and took some time to reflect 

on the significance of this holiday — that is to honor all the men and women of our armed 

services who have made the ultimate sacrifice to protect and preserve our freedoms. We are 

forever grateful to these fallen heroes.  

 

Now, for some updates. 

 

I’d like to give a quick update on the BuildBPS Workshops that have been happening over the 

past two weeks. The meetings have been very fruitful in that they have engaged parents and the 

community in thinking about what is possible when it comes to the 10-Year facilities and 

educational master plan. Creating a format that provides more active participation and 

engagement is proving to be an exciting way to have future planning that is more community-

driven and facilitates important conversations with all stakeholders. I encourage you all to 

participate in any of the four remaining events being held:  

 Tomorrow night at the Ohrenberger  

 Tuesday, June 6th  - East Boston High School  

 Tuesday, June 6th  - Lila Frederick 

 Thursday, June 8th – Condon 

 

All meetings begin at 5:30 p.m. and end by 8 p.m. Interpretation and childcare is available. The 

information from these meetings will be collected and used for the next step in our process. 

 

It’s always an exciting time as we near the end of the school year, especially for our seniors who 

are getting ready to don caps and gowns. This year more, than 4,300 BPS seniors are expected to 
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graduate from Boston Public Schools, and yesterday we had a chance to honor 38 of them who 

have worked really hard despite multiple challenges to graduate at the top of their class.  

Mayor Walsh, Chairman O’Neill and I, along with the other members of the School Committee, 

awarded this year’s 38 valedictorians at our annual luncheon at the Boston Harbor Hotel. This is 

a remarkable group of students: more than 40 percent of them were born outside the United 

States, representing 11 different countries. Some of them have immigrated here within the last 

couple of years, such as Boston Green Academy’s Carmelissa Norbrun, who left her earthquake-

ravaged country of Haiti to come to Boston in 2012 and is graduating with a weighted GPA of 

5.0. She is headed to Gettysburg College as part of the Gettysburg STEM Scholars program, and, 

like 61 percent of this year’s valedictorian, she will be the first in her family to attend college. 

 

One student, Jiacheng “Tony” Zou (Zo) emigrated from China just in October, at age 17. He 

brought with him a strong love of learning. After enrolling in Charlestown High, he became 

president of the National Honor Society, scored a perfect 800 on the math SAT and has earned a 

full scholarship to Williams College.  

 

Many of the valedictorians have had to overcome great obstacles and adversities in order to 

succeed at the highest levels, whether it be a learning disability or the challenges faced as an 

immigrant learning a new language and adapting to a new culture.  

 

I would like to share with you a few passages from a speech given by Maybelline Perez, a senior 

at East Boston High School who was this year’s student speaker. She will be attending 

Northeastern University with a full ride next fall, and she too will be the first in her family to go 

to college.  

 

I was born in El Salvador. I came to the United States when I was 12 years old in 2010. Back in 

El Salvador, I grew up with gang violence, seeing murdering and stealing became normal 

because that’s what I would see every day.  

My dad decided we needed to leave the country for our own safety and so we did.  

Building a new life hasn’t been easy but it wasn’t impossible either. I must admit, it came with a 

lot of hardships but with family I’ve overcome them.  

When we first arrived, I had to do my homework under a candle light because we did not have 

electricity. I was only a 6th grader, I did not have any power to change what was going on; I did 

what I could and that was studying to learn English so I could be moved into general education 

classes.  

I’ve learned to appreciate the smallest things. In El Salvador walking to school safely and 

playing outside in the park were not options. It was simply too dangerous.  

The first time I felt safe being a teenager and doing one of the things I love the most (going to 

school) was when I came to the U.S. Instances like this taught me to not give up, to look at the 

bright side of things and to seize the moment when opportunities present themselves. 

This philosophy I’ve applied to my academic studies in middle school, high school and will 

continue to do so in college and beyond.  

My story is the story of so many young people in this country. As a young Latina student, the 

odds are against me but I am defying them.  

My drive to succeed is bigger than any odds. My dreams and aspirations will take me forward. 
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As I said yesterday, to become a valedictorian, it takes more than just brains. It takes a relentless 

drive and a steadfast perseverance to always do your best on everything you do: on every test 

you take, on every paper you write. These students embody the power of the human spirit. They 

are the pride of BPS. And we salute them.  

 

Also yesterday, I joined Mayor Walsh and Governor Baker at Madison Park Technical 

Vocational High School for a really great announcement: the launch of the new college 

affordability program for Boston high school graduates called Boston Bridge. This city-state 

partnership will provide low-income students with scholarships to complete a four-year degree at 

a state public college or university without having to pay tuition or mandatory fees. The pilot 

program builds on the city’s Tuition Free Community College initiative, which provides last-

dollar scholarships to low-income BPS graduates who attend Bunker Hill Community College, 

Mass Bay Community College and Roxbury Community College.  

 

To be eligible in the new Boston Bridge scholarship program, students must meet federal Pell 

grant income standards, and complete their associate’s degree from one of those community 

colleges within two-and-a half years, before transferring to any Massachusetts public college or 

state university.  

 

As you all know, closing opportunity and achievements gaps is one of our most vital missions at 

the Boston Public Schools. Expanding this program will help ensure that this crucial effort 

extends well beyond our schools. By providing our most underserved students access to a debt-

free college education, we are opening up doors that might have been closed to them due to the 

heavy financial burdens of getting a four-year degree. We know that students who enter a 

postsecondary program the September following their high school graduation complete at higher 

rates. It is reassuring to know all of our graduates currently in the Free-Tuition program are 

already connected to transitional coaching supports through Success Boston, and that work will 

continue. This sends a message that the city and the state are fully committed to supporting 

Boston students in achieving their dreams by building out seamless pathways. It also aligns with 

the district's vision of developing links for our students to new, exciting career opportunities. We 

have a lot of employers, such as State Street, who are committed to hiring our graduates after 

they've completed a postsecondary credential. 

 

Last Monday, we had another event with Mayor Walsh and Governor Baker — this time at the 

Roxbury’s John D. O’Bryant School of Mathematics and Science where we announced an 

exciting new partnership between BPS and the Massachusetts Maritime Academy. Starting this 

fall, as many as 18 rising juniors will be eligible for a dual-enrollment program in the high 

school that will lead to guaranteed free admission to the Maritime Academy for those who 

complete it. Financial aid will cover 100 percent of the students’ need. This can be truly a game-

changer for a family, as Rear Admiral Francis McDonald, the academy’s president, called it.  

 

While many students may never have heard of the Mass Maritime Academy — it happens to be 

the alma mater of Captain Richard Phillips, who you might recall from the movie that bears his 

name — a recent study by the Equality of Opportunity Project indicated that it was among the 

schools where poor students — those with family incomes in the bottom 20 percent — were 
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most likely to become prosperous adults (with incomes in the top 20 percent). It ranked third in 

the country among selective public schools, and 26th nationally, above Columbia and 

Georgetown. It’s also a great fit for the O’Bryant, whose STEM education ties in with the 

curriculum of the academy. 

 

What’s really great about this partnership… is that it has built upon the work of an already 

successful relationship… between Mass. Maritime and the O’Bryant. For the past two years, 

their professors have taught our students, environmental science, emergency management, and 

coastal navigation. Students are receiving college credit and engaging in innovative learning that 

promotes college and career readiness. During this time, Mass. Maritime has truly gotten to 

know our students. They can see first-hand, that all of our students have the ability to succeed. 

 

I’d like to congratulate a group of 3 sophomores (Saunyette Sneed, Kimberlee Freeman, Jeysaun 

Gant) from Dorchester’s Community Academy of Science and Health who on Saturday won 

third place in the SAGE (or Students for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurship) Global 

USA competition held in Las Vegas. The award-winning product that they designed and 

manufactured is an aromatherapy stress ball called Aroma Squeeze that you can squeeze to 

release a scent designed to keep you calm. They happened to sell out of the supply that they 

brought with them on their Vegas trip: $100 in under an hour. In order to get the national stage, 

the students, who are part of CASH’s BUILD program, last year as freshmen beat out 20 other 

teams from six BPS schools in the BUILD Greater Boston Business Plan Competition. Their 

instructor Ryan Rucker, a senior college readiness program manager with BUILD, describes it as 

a “mini Shark Tank” where the students make their business-plan pitch to a panel of judges to 

get investment dollars and manufacture their product. She said these innovative students are 

doing things as 14 and 15-year-olds that aspiring adult entrepreneurs are doing, and they are 

thriving and succeeding. Way to go! 

 

Lastly, I want to congratulate and send our best wishes to Winship 4th-grader Farah Raslan 

Haniff who is competing today in the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C. Today, 

the 9-year-old from Allston advanced won rounds 2 and 3. Winship Principal Mona Ford, who is 

giving us updates, said she stunned her parents and everyone else in the audience when she 

correctly spelled “COLLOCUTOR,” which means to struggle, contend or wrestle with, “We 

never heard of the word before. She said she guessed and she guessed right.” Mona said they will 

find out this evening if she advances to tomorrow’s final 50 in which they select only 50 

competitors. The champion will win $40,000 and an appearance on "Live with Kelly and Ryan," 

among other prizes. The spelling bee is being broadcast on ESPN, and the Winship School 

librarian, Aaron Noll, is live-tweeting the event from D.C. using the Twitter handle 

"@AaronGNoll. Stay tuned. We’ve got our fingers crossed. 

 

Ms. Jeri Robinson praised K2 students who made cardboard models depicting their vision of 

what would make Boston a more fair and equitable place. The models are currently on display at 

the Bolling building. 

 

The School Committee approved the Superintendent’s Report by unanimous consent.  

 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/struggle
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/contend
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/wrestle
http://spellingbee.com/rules-prizes
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GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

 

Mr. O’Neill announced that BPS is in a silent period with regards to the Food Vendor RFP and 

that, as a result, district officials will not be commenting on the process. 

 

Megan Webb, principal of Orchard Gardens K-8, introduced three students who read their 

award-winning essays about what their school means to them:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Shanti Garcia 

Lucy Kimmel Robidoux 

Jeaon Lafleur 

 

The following people testified in favor of UP Academy of Dorchester’s Charter Renewal: 

 

 Maytee Pena, parent, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Freydy German, student, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Angell Williams, parent, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Monaisha Berry, student, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Simon Montrond, student, UP Academy Dorchester  

 Alicidia Montrond, parent, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Joshua Novoa, student, UP Academy Dorchester  

 Jose Novoa, parent, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Elizabeth Faherty, teacher, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Oginga Walters, teacher, UP Academy Dorchester 

 Adtuwne Kelley, parent, UP Academy Dorchester 

 

 

The following people testified in favor of Boston Day and Evening Academy’s Charter Renewal: 

 

 David Jones, teacher, Boston Day and Evening Academy 

 Jalene Sanchez, alumna, Boston Day and Evening Academy 

 Chris Johnson, teacher, Boston Day and Evening Academy 

 Alyson Sullivan, community field coordinator, Boston Day and Evening Academy 

 Sophia Bernadeau, student, Boston Day and Evening Academy 

 Janet Platt, teacher, Boston Day and Evening Academy 

 

Sarah Heffernan, community field coordinator, Edward Everett Elementary School, testified 

regarding extended learning time and school start times. 
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Jeffrey Klug, BPS parent, spoke about a powerful spiritual vocal performance that he attended 

last week at Boston Arts Academy. 

 

Claudia Martinez, guidance counselor, Boston Latin Academy, testified in favor of district 

protections for undocumented students. 

 

Maya Taft-Morales, teacher, McKay K-8 School, testified in favor of district protections for 

undocumented students, citing as an example Denver Public Schools protocols.  

 

ACTION ITEM     

 

West Roxbury Academy Headmaster Rudy Weeks, Urban Science Academy Headmaster Jeffrey 

Cook, and Boston Adult Technical Academy Headmaster Benjamin Helfat described how they 

will use the grant money, Supplementary Support to School Districts with High Concentrations 

of At-Risk Students, if approved. 

 

Approved – The Committee approved by unanimous consent grants totaling $129,276. 

 

REPORTS      

 

Boston Day and Evening Academy Charter Renewal Application – Boston Day and Evening 

Academy (BDEA) Headmaster Alison Hramiec and Norman Lowe, director of Student Support, 

presented BDEA’s charter renewal application. BDEA is a Horace Mann Charter School 

committed to re-engaging off-track students and preparing them for graduation. Students at 

BDEA learn through a competency-based assessment model, trauma-informed learning 

environment. BDEA has a low suspension rate and a growing family engagement rate. 

 

Ms. Regina Robinson asked how BDEA has successfully lowered suspension rates. The school 

leaders explained that they invite new students to write about their personal journeys, conduct 

mediations, enjoy hiring autonomy and utilize a competency-based model, all of which have 

contributed to a lower suspension rate.  

 

Ms. Oliver-Dávila praised the BDEA staff for their work, and asked about school’s data system, 

Salesforce, which tracks academics, attendance, social and emotional support, and 

communications. She also asked about the student support ratio, which has increased in recent 

years to one support staff for every 100 students.  

 

Dr. Uriarte asked about importance of staff and student relationships. The school leaders 

explained that the relationship of power between teachers and students is critical to BDEA’s 

success. Ms. Hramiec said that the school is struggling with male graduation rates. 

 

Ms. Jeri Robinson questioned why BPS is promoting students to high school when they are not 

academically prepared to do high school-level work. Ms. Hramiec explained how the autonomies 

that BDEA enjoys as a Horace Mann Charter School help it support its transient student 

population, adding that family engagement is also important.  
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Mr. Loconto congratulated BDEA school leaders for graduating all students with a solid, post-

secondary plan. He also emphasized the importance of the school’s many valuable partnerships 

with local institutions. He praised BDEA as a model that should be replicated. 

 

Mr. O’Neill said that when complete, the Dearborn STEM Academy’s new facility will share 

some amenities with the neighboring BDEA. He also praises the school’s leaders for their 

creativity in using Salesforce. Finally, Mr. O’Neill encouraged the school leaders to stay true to 

the school’s mission, adding that BPS needs to offer a portfolio of options to meet the needs of 

all students.  

 

UP Academy Dorchester Charter Renewal - UP Education Network Interim Chief Executive 

Officer Nicole Dorn and UP Education Network Director of Family and Community 

Engagement Adkeem Jackson presented UP Academy Dorchester’s charter renewal application. 

UP Academy Dorchester (UAD) opened in 2013 at the former John Marshall Elementary School. 

The school has since moved from a Level 3 school to a Level 1 school, and it now serves grades 

K1-8. UAD has high parent satisfaction rates and low attrition rates. UP Education leaders 

continue to work to reduce exclusions.  

 

Ms. Oliver-Dávila asked about UP’s strategy increase Latino students. She also requested data 

on the types of offenses for which UAD students have been suspended. The presenters agreed to 

follow up. She expressed a desire to learn more about the school’s culture and may schedule a 

visit. She also asked for an account of precisely where UAD’s Code of Conduct is not aligned 

with the BPS Code. Assistant Superintendent of Social Emotional Wellness Amalio Nieves 

discussed potential opportunities for alignment and agreed to follow up. As a Horace Mann 

charter school, UAD is not required to adopt district’s code of conduct. The Superintendent said 

there is tremendous opportunity for UP Academies and BPS to share innovations and data.  

 

Ms. Regina Robinson expressed concern around UP’s discipline policies. She requested data on 

the teachers who have issued suspensions. She also asked for feedback from the parents of 

students who have been suspended. She encouraged UP leaders to tour BPS schools with 

successful Code of Conduct practices. 

 

Mr. Loconto asked Ms. Dorn to return to the Committee with a date by which UP will align its 

code of conduct with BPS. 

 

Ms. Jeri Robinson asked about UAD’s teacher diversity and student attrition rates. Currently 31 

percent of UAD’s teachers of people of color. UAD holds restorative justice circles as a strategy 

to lower suspension and attrition rates.  

 

Dr. Uriarte asked about English Language Development (ELD) levels. UP Academy Holland 

requested a dispensation from the state for teaching Sheltered English Immersion (SEI), opting 

instead to take a multi-lingual approach, featuring inclusive classrooms with differentiated 

instruction. Dr. Uriarte requested research to support that model. Ms. Dorn agreed to follow up 

with more information.   
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Mr. O’Neill asked for more information about UP’s approach to suspensions, requesting a 

breakdown of partial day vs. full day suspensions. He also reminded the Committee that the 

district invited UP Education Network to take over the failing Marshall school. UP kept the 

former Marshall students and turned the failing school into a Level 1 school.  

 

Office of English Language Learners Update – Dr. Frances Esparza, assistant superintendent of 

the Office of English Language Learners (OELL), highlighted the work that OELL has engaged 

in this year and discussed strategic priorities for the upcoming school year. Dr. Esparza was 

joined by Kim Tsai, executive director of equity and accountability, and Priya Tahiliani, 

executive director of English Language Development Services. 

 

OELL is currently implementing its English Language Development Framework: Integrating 

Content, Connections, and Comprehensibility with Interactions into Universal Design for 

Learning. BPS will open the nation’s first dual language Haitian Creole program at the Mattapan 

Early Elementary School in September. District leaders are in discussions about other dual 

language programs. The BPS District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) is 

working to strengthen ELL parent engagement, while the BPS website and brochure “We Dream 

Together” serves as a resource guide for undocumented students and families. 

 

Mr. Loconto requested an update on the district’s agreement with the US Department of Justice. 

Ms. Tsai said that the DOJ has stated that BPS has turned the corner when it comes to 

compliance. She added that BPS works with local vendors to expand its language support.  

 

Dr. Uriarte encouraged the district to recruit teachers who speak target languages and expressed 

support for the district’s automated IEP process.  As the district’s ELL/SPED Supervisor, Ivonne 

Borrero bridges the gaps between the two departments. 

 

Ms. Regina Robinson asked about the challenges to building a robust DELAC. Dr. Esparza said 

that the timing meetings and transportation are the biggest barriers for parents. 

 

Ms. Oliver-Dávila asked about the district’s strategies for closing the ratio between Latino 

students and teachers. The district will follow up. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON REPORTS      

 

John Mudd, advocate, testified, regarding the OELL report, calling on the district’s to 

accompany each presentation with an opportunity and achievement gap impact statement, as 

outlined in the BPS Opportunity and Achievement Gaps policy. 

 

NEW BUSINESS      

 

None.  
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ADJOURN  

 

At approximately 10:30 p.m., the Committee voted by unanimous consent to adjourn the 

meeting.  

 

Attest: 

 
Elizabeth Sullivan 

Executive Secretary 

 

 

  


